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For MONDAY, Auguft 25, 1794. 





The Second Report from the Committee of Secrecy of the 
Houfe of Commons. 


(Continued from Page 127.) 


| Eafter term, 1792, an information was filed in the Court 
of King’s Bench, by the King’s Attorney General, againft 
Thomas Paine, for writing and publifhing the laft pamphlet, 
on which he was convicted in December, 1792. During this 
profecution another pamphlet was publifhed, under the title of 
“ An Addrefs to the Addreflers on the late Proclamation, by 
Thomas Paine.” ‘This pamphlet, after ftating that * two 
revolutions had taken placc, thofe of America and France,” 
adds, * both of them have rejected the unnatural compounded 
fyftem of the Englifh government. America has declared 
againft all hereditary government, and cftablifhed the repre- 
fentative fyftem of government only ; France has entirely re- 
jected the ariftocratical part, and is now difcovering the ab- 
furdity of the monarchical, and is approaching faft to the re- 
prefentative fy{tem.” The pamphlet then treats monarchy, 
and every {pecies of hereditary government, as a fraud and im- 
pofition ; aflerts, “ for a nation to be free it is fufficient that 
the wills it ;” treats the reform of Parliament by Parliament 
itfelf as abfurd; denics the power of Parliament to reform any 
part of the conftitution; afferts that it is not a fubject cog- 
nizable before Parliament, and that the right, and the exercife 
of that right, appertains to the nation only, and that the pro- 
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per means is by a national convention, ele&ed for the purpofe 
by ail the people ; that fucha body, empowered and fupported 
by the nation, would have authority to demand information 
upon all matters neceflary to be inquired into, and the nation 
would decree itsown reforms, ‘T’he pamphlet then {tates that 
the plan and organization of a convention was eafy in prac- 
tice ; and proceeds to thew the manner in which, ‘fappofing 
the inhabitants of England to be feven millions, a convention 
of 1000 members might be elected in an orderly manner ; 
adding, that “ a convention of 1000 perfons, fairly elected, 
would bring every matter to a decided iffue.” This latter 
pamphlet was _ made the fubject of any exprefs refolutions 
of the Scciety; but during the profecution of Mr. Paine for 
the former work, the Society for Conftitutional Information 
entered into a fubfcription to defray his expences, and encoue 
aged the like fupport from other Sacieten, as appears by feve- 
ral entries in the books of the Society. And this mark of their 
approbation of his principles having been continued after the 
publication laft menticned, feems to aficed a full proof that this 
circumftance had made nochange in the fentiments of the So- 
ciety towards him. 

The principles laid down in thefe publications appearing 
thus to be sppraved aad fanttioned by th ¢ Soci iety, will be found 
to be grac lually and fucceffively ado sendauilt fed upon in their 
pracesst ings. On the 3oth ‘of March, he the London 
Corre! ponding Society fent to the Society for Conftitutional 
Information teveral refolutions, among which were the follow 
ng. 

“ That every individual has a right to fhare in the governs 

ent of that Socicty of which he is a member, unlefs inca- 


pacitated. 

« ‘That nothing but non-age, a privation of reafon or an 
offence againft the gencral rules of fociety, can incapacitate 
him.” 


‘Thefe refolutions, concerning the ane ciple of univerfal fuf- 


frace, were acopted ‘without reierve, and with ftrong cxprefs 
fions of approbation, by the Conitituti nal Seams: 

On the 20th of April following, a declaration from a Soe 

cicty in Southwark appears entered in the books of the Cone 
iitutional Society, with their thanks for the communication. 
Phis declaration exprefles more fully the grounds on which 
the Socicties intended to proceed, adopting many important 
b inctples which h t be in de ‘ 2 foundation of the French 
seyclution, in the following ¢ : 


“ That 








































purpofe 
pported 
mation 
nation 
tes that 
1 prac- 
poling 
ention 
inner ; 
lected, 
latter 
utions 
ne for 
nation 
ncou- 
feve- 
their 
or the 
t this 
e So- 


aring 

9 
ound 
their 
ndon 
onal 
lows 


erne 
nC2a< 


ran 
tate 


fuf- 


refs 


0« 
le 
OMe 
ich 
int 
ch 














a 1 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 143 


« That all civil and political authority is derived from the 
people. 

“© That equal active citizenfhip is the unalienable right of 
allmen 5 minors, criminals, and infane perfons excepted. 

«“ That the exercife of that right, in appointing an ade= 
quate reprefentative government, is the wifeft advice of hu- 
man policy, and the only fecurity of national freedom.” 

The refolutions of the Sheffield Society having fuggefted 
univerfal fuffrage, and the Southwark Society haying added the 
general idea of a reprefentative government, a Society, called 
the Norwich Revolution Society, on the 26th of April, 1792, 
fent a letter to the Conftitutional Society, entered in the mi- 
nutes of their proceedings on the 4th of May, 1792, in which 
there is this paflage: “ [his Society is willing to hope the re- 
drefs of every exifting grievance at the hands of a govern- 
ment refulting from an extraordinary convocation, in 1688, 
of all who had at any preceding time been elected reprefenta- 


_ tives of the people, aflifted by the hereditary counfellors of the 


nation, and a peculiar deputation from the metropolis, which 
national conftituting aflembly cafhiered for mifconduct a King 
of the Houfe of Stuart.” 

It feems evidently to be the intention of this paflage to re- 
prefent the Revolution of 1688 as a precedent for a national 
conftituting aflembly, and to fhelter under that authority the 
indireét recommendation of the proceedings and terms which 
have recently been adopted in France. 

This communication, with orders from different Societies 
at Norwich, were followed by a refolution, expreffing that the 
Society for Conftitutional Information received them with 
heart-felt fatisfaction, and defired earneftly to concur and co- 
operate with thofe focietics in their laudable objects. 

They alfo ele&ted 12 members of the Norwich Society 
affociated members of their own Society. 

And they added a refolution, that a Committce fhould be ap- 
pointed to confider whether any and what communications 
fhould be made, and by what means, by the Society, with the 
Society of Friends of the Conftitution at Paris. 

It appears by entrics of the 11th of May, 1792, that ‘ the 
Society of Friends of the Conftitution at Paris,” mentioned 
in the former refolution, were the Jacobin Club there; and on 
the fame day it was refolved that there fhould be a communi- 
cation with that Club; andan addrefs was read and agreed to, 
and ordered to be figned by the Chairman, and tranfmitted to 
Paris, 
¥2 Towards 
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Towards the clofe of the fame year, and fome time fubfe- 
quent to the revolution of the roth of Auguft, which finally 
deftroyed all traces of monarchy in France, the Society refolved 
to addrefs the National Convention, which was then invefted 
with the whole legiflative and executive government, and was 
aflembled for the purpofe of framing a new conftitution, and 
proceeding tothe trial of the King. This paper is conceived 
in terms which leave no room to doubt of the views of thofe 
who framed it. The addrefs ftiles the Convention “ Ser- 
vants of a Sovereign People, and Benefa€tors of Mankind :” 
It rejoices that the revolution of France had arrived at that 
point of perfection, which enabled the Society to addrefs the 
Convention by that title; and it declares that that is the only 
title that can accord with the character of true legiflators: It 
fpeaks of the proceedings of the 1othof Auguft asa glorious 
victory, which had finally prepared the way for a conftitution, 
which the Society trufted the Convention would eftablifh on 
the bafis of reafon and nature. It reprefents the proceedings 
of the Convention as labours in the work of human happi- 
nefs, and adds, ** ‘The benefits will in parts be our’s, but the 
glory will be all your own ; and itis the reward of your pere 
feverance; itis the prize of virtue.” ‘Then, drawing a com- 
parifon between the ftate of liberty in England, America, and 
France, it not only gives a decided preference to the American 
republic over the Britifh monarchy, but treats the {plendour 
of the French revolution as the object of the higheft admira- 
tion. 

This addrefs was ordered to be prefented by two of the mem- 
bers of the Society at the bar of the National Convention; 
and it was prefented accordingly. 

But the terms of this addrefs are not the only evidence on 
this head. An addrefs, framed a fhort time before by the 
London Correfponding Society, which had been communicated 
to the Conftituzionai Society, and had received their exprefs 
approbation, and which was prefented likewife to the Frenca 
Convention, contained paflages clearly exprefling the fame in- 
tent, and fuggefting the idea of a triple alliance (not of crowns, 
but) of the people of America, France, and Britain, to give 
freedom to Europe, and peace to the whole world. 

Thefe tranfaGions are rendered {till more remarkable by the 
verbal addrefs of the deputies at the tine of prefenting the ad- 
drefs to the Society, and by the anfwer of the Prefident, which 
they tranfmitted. ‘The letters of the deputies to the Society 
have been found among the papers of that Society, together 
with 
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with a copy of the addrefs of the deputies, and the an{wer of 
the Prefident. In the firft, after pointing out their wifhes to 
effect in their own country a revolution fimilar to that made in 
France, the deputies confider the example of France as having 
made revolutions eafy ; and add, that it would not be extraordi- 
nary if, in a fhort {pace of time, the French fhould fend ad- 
drefles of congratulation to a National Convention of Eng- 
land; and the Prefident in his anfwer fays, “* The moment, 
without doubt, approaches when the French fhall bring cone 
gratulations tothe National Convention of Great Britain.” 

On the 7th of December, 1792, the letter of the deputies 
was read in the Society, as appears by an entry in their books, 

In January, 1793, Barrere, Roland, and St. Andre were 
elected (as has been mentioned in the former Report) Honos 
rary Members of the Society ; and on the 1ft of February, 
the fpeeches of Barrere and St. Andre were ordered to be en- 
tered on the books of the Society, and this refolution ordered 
to be printed in the newfpapers, which it actually was on the 
5th of February, 1793. 

The circamftance of the time at which this marked appro- 
bation was publicly given to leading members of the National 
Convention of France, would render this meafure of itfelf a 
{trong indication of the views of the Society, and as fuch it 
was referred to by the Committee in their former Report. 

But on more particu!ar reference to the {peeches themfelves, 
which were thus recommended to public notice, this tranface 
tion will be found to be of much more importance; itis not 
barely an approbation of leading perfons, profeffing principles, 
and purfuing meafures hoftile to the general interefts of the 
country: The {peeches were delivered for the exprefs purpofe 
of accelerating the condemnation and execution of the French 
King. The doétrincs contained in them direly relate to the 
precife objest of a national convention, and to the queftion of 
the perfonal refponfibility of Sovereigns ; they contain a ftate- 
ment of the rights, duties, and functions of fuch an aflembly 5 
which cannot be fuppofed to have been recommended to the 
public attention for any other poflible purpofe than that of 
laying the foundation of a fimilar proceeding in this country, 
and that with the direct intention of employing it for tte de- 
ftruction of the Sovereign, and the utter fubverfion of the 
conftitution. ‘This conclufion will be fully juftified by an 
extract from the fpeeches in queftion, which are expreffed in 
terms fo remarkable, that the Committee cannot too flrongly 
recommend them to the attention of the Hout. 

The 
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The following paflage is extra€ted from St. Andre’s {peech ¢ 

“ Your right to decide the fate of the King, arifes from 
your being a revolutionary aflembly created by the nation in a 
ftate of infurre&tion.” 

Barrere’s {peech is much more full and more fyftematically 
reafuned ; it is divided into feveral heads, from which the fol- 
lowing extracts are taken : 

This proceeding (fpeaking of the trial of the King) is 
of the higheft importance to public order, ab folutely necef- 
fary to the exiftence of liberty, and connected with whatever 
is held moft facred by the nation. From the calmnefs and 
temper which have diftinguifhed the deliberations of the Cone 
vention on this occafion, it may be forefeen that juftice and 
reafon will direct its ultimate fentence. Hiftory will record 
the ftriking contraft between Kings, who in the midit of the 
diffpation of Courts, fign profcriptions and death warrants 
for the deftruction of thoufands of citizens, and the repre« 
fentatives of the people, who deliberate with wiidom and 
caution on the punifhment of a fingle defpot. 

“ Te is the deftiny of Kings to be the eccafien of the ca- 
lamities of the people, whether they remain on their thrones, 
or whether they ace precipitated from them. 


“PART II. 


&¢ Whether the perfon of the King be inviolable ? 

“ The people of Paris, by making an holy infurrefion 
againft the King on the roth of Augutt, deprived him of his 
character of inviolability. The people of the other depart 
ments applauded this infurrection, and adopted the confequence 
of it. The people have therefore formally inter {pofed to de- 
ftroy this royal inviolabj! lity. The tacit confent of the people 
rendered the perfon of the King inviolable. ‘The a& of in- 
furrection was a tacit repeal of that confent, and was founded 
on the fame grounds of law as the confent itfe'f. The King’s 
perfon is inviolable only with relation tothe other branches of 
the leziflature, but not with relation to the peopie.” 


‘PART III. 


died Be, er an appeal! fhail be made to the people ? 
The p sil le is the Sovereign. 
of a convention ifors from an ordinary Iegiflature in this 


refpect.—A legiflature is only a fpecies of fuperintesding 
magiitracy, a moderator of the powers of government.— 
A convention 
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A convention is a perfect reprefentation of the Sovereign.— 
The members of the Legiflative Affembly acted in Auguft 
upon thefe principles—In fummoning the Convention they 
declare, that they faw but one meafure which could fave 
France 3 namely, to have recourfe to the fupreme will of the 
people, and to invite the people to exercife immediately that 
inalienable right of fovereignty which the conftitution had ace 
knowledged, -and which it could not fubje& to any reficicticn. 
The public ‘intereft required that the people fhould manifeft 
their will by the election of a National Convention, formed of 
reprefentatives invefted by the people with apcwnom powers. 
—The people did manifeft their will, by the election of that 
Convention Tie Convention being aflembled, is itfelf that 
fovereign will which ought to prevail. »—It would be ohpeicany 
to every principle, to fuppofe that the Convention is not alone 
exclufively the expreffion of the general will. 

‘ The powers of the Convention mutt, from the very n2- 
ture of the Affembly, be unlimited with refpect to every mea= 
a of general fa ifety, fuch as the execution of a tyrant.—It is 

o loncera Convention if it has not power to judge the Kings 

“ A convention is a conftituent body, z. ¢. a body that is to 
make a conflitution for the people —A legiflature makes laws 
under an eftablifhe ed conftitution, and in conformity toit. It 
is defpotifm when in the ordinary and permanent eftablifhment 
of a ftate there is no feparation of powers; but itis of the 
very eflence of aconftituent body to concenter for the time all 
aut hority.—It i is the very nature of a national convention to 
be the te mporary image of the nation, to unite in itfelf al! the 
powers of the ftate, to employ thein againft the enemies of li- 
berty, and to diftribute them in a new focial compact called a 
conftitution. 

“ Behold that conftituent aflembly which Jaid the firft foun- 
eeeg of your liberty! 5 hold that re voluti onary gen ius 
which broke through every impediment, exceeded its delegated 





authority, created its own powers according to the ¢ rigenci $ 
of liberty, andto the occafional wants of the people, dcftroyed 
all prejudices by the force of that public opinion to which it 





gave birth, obliterated all privileges, abolifhed all the parlia- 
ments, changed the form and tenure of all property, 25 well as 
the meafure and fien pe all value, and made a perjured King its 
prifoner! Nothing was wanting to immortalize that Aflembly, 
but to have delivered France from the calamity of kingly go- 


vernment, and to have relieved you om the « duty of j sdging 
the laft of your Kings. 


9 “© With 
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« With this example before your eyes, you hefitate even 
in the firft ftep of your duty—Am I then no longer in the 
midft of that National Convention, whofe honourable miffion 
it was to deftroy Kings and Royalty !” 

(To be continued.) 












Further Particulars of the Chinefe Embaffy. 


By an Officer in the Eaft India Company’s fervice, who was 
at Canton during the time of Lord Macartney’s Vifit to Pe- 
kin, &c. 


ORD MACARTNEY with his fleet, in number the 
Lion, 64, the Hindoftan, and three {mall vefiels, arrived 
at the mouth of the river leading up to Pekin, in July laft 
year, where the fhips anchored, though at a very great diftance 
from: the land; the fmall veffels could almoft get to the mouth 
of the river, where he found in waiting to receive him many 
boats, and two Mandarins of great rank, with the fhore lined 
on all fides with thoufands of people; he was attended by Sir 
G. Staunton and all his retinue. 

On his arrival at Pekin, the Emperor ordered a large houfe, 
with every kind of accommodation, provifions, &c, tc be pro- 
cured him, his retinue, and fhips, at the expence of Governe 
ment. The fhips were ordered to a port called Tez Chew, 
about four days fail to the fouthward, where Lord Macartney 
left them to wait further orders, and where every accommoda- 
tion, and in fact every thing they wifhed for, was allowed 
them gratis. ‘The fhips were permitted to go to any harbour 
or river on the coaft without moleftation. As an inftance 
how delicate and extended was their protection, a Mandarin of 
fome rank had infulted one of the midfhipmen of the Lion; a 
complaint was lodged, and the offender was degraded by the or- 
nament of his button and cap being taken from him, aad he 
was bamboo’d or flogged feverely. Several inftances of this 
kind had bappened, and the greateit attention was paid to any 
complaints againft the Chinefe. 

Lord Macartney and fuite left Pekin the beginning of Sep- 
tember, for Gehol, the country refidence of the Emperor, 
about 150 miles diftant, and on the 14th he was introcuced. 
‘The ceremony ufed on this occafion was exactly fimilar to that 
obferved on the introduction of the Dutch embafly in 1616. 
On the 20th they fet out on their return to Pekin, where they 
arrived 
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arrived on the 26th, and on the 3oth left that city on their 
route to Canton attended by a large guard, and fupplied with 
carriages, &c. in abundance. The Emperor took much no 
tice of Sir G. Staunton’s fon, who fpoke alittle Chinefe to 
him; he appeared fenfible and inquifitive 5; he was 85 years of 
age on the 17th of September, but had every appearance of 
health and vigour 3 he was drefled in yellow, with a profufion 
of embrowery. 

On Lord Macartney’s quitting Pekin the Emperor ordered 
three Mandarins of the firft rank to attend him, ard to fee 
that nothing which might tend to his accommodation fhould 
be wanting ; and what is very uncommon, he gave him per- 
miffion to vifit any city or province throughout China. 

The following, which is a literal tranflation of the Pekin 
Gazette, will inform you of the particulars of his reception, 
&c. It may be neceflary to obferve, that the left fide of the 
Emperor, or as it is termed the weft fide, is the place of honour. 
In refpeét to the prefents, I muft remark that it is the cuftom 
in China that every Ambaflador yearly make fome prefent to the 
Emperor, which are fpecified in the Gazette. 


Pekin GAZETTE 


On the 8th day of the feventh month, July, the Hock Sue, a 
very great Mandarin, named Ho Cune, informed the Emperor 
a very great Mandarin had arrived at Pekin, at nine o’clocky 
and that he was at the Emperor’s palace; that the King 
of England had fent him as his Ambaflador to the Court of 
Pekin, and that his Lordfhip wifhed tobe admitted to the Em- 
peror’s prefence. The Emperor immediately ordered all his 
Court and relations to put on their beft apparel, to be in readi- 
nefs to receive his Lordfhip, and to wait till the Emperor was 
ready. The Emperor foon arrived, and being fcated in his 
ftate chair, ordered the Hock Sue to defire the great Englifh 
Mandarin, Lord Macartney, to walk in. His Lordthip en- 
tered, holding forth his credentials to deliver to the Emperor. 
The Emperor defired a very elderly Mandarin of his Court, 
named Hockchune, to receive the paper of his Lordfhip, and 
toread it. He then read to him that the King of England 
had fent 19 different articles, the manufaQure of England, as 
a prefent to him the Emperor of China. His Lordfhip then 
addreffed the Emperor by proitrating himfelf nine times with 
his head to the floor, according to the Chinefe cuftom; and 
the Emperor ordering him a chair on his left hand, the greateft 
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honour he could pay him in the Court of Pekin, ordered him 
a cup of tea, andtook one with him. After fome time the 
Emperor retired to his dinner, and commanded four of his 
greateft Mandarins to dine with his Lordfhip. After dinner 
the Emperor returned. His Lordfhip with the four great 
Mandarins alfo returned, when he thanked the Emperor for 
his repaft. The Emperor then begged him to be feated as 
before,and fpoke to his Lordfhip as “follows : 

«¢ The King of England has tent you with rg different ar- 
ticles as prefents to me; I beg that your Lordfhip will fend 
them to my palace.” He then retired. 

The following is the account : 

Firft, an orrery. One pair of globes. One thermometer, 
One pair of merlin chairs. Twolarge brafs guns. One bot- 
tle phofphorus. A view of Windfor. A carpet made of 
cold thread. Two large handfome woollen carpets. One 
pair of gold embroidered faddles. One fummer coach. One 
winter ditto. Ten broad fwords. One pair of elegant chan- 
delicrs. A model of a hundred-gun fhip richly ornamented, 
Onc bale containing very fine cloths, camlets, &c. &c. 


Lord MACARTNEY’S Arrival at CANTON. 


About the 20th of November laft, Lord Macartney and his 
retinue rebie at Canton, by water ; | was nota little aftonifhed 
to fee the great preparations that were making for his recep- 
tion, many weeks previous to his arrival; the troops, fuch as 
they arc, were exercifing continually ; one of the moft fuperb 
he sules 1 ever faw in China was, by order of the Emperor, 

ted up for him, ina fyle truly ‘elegant, and, to their credit 
ii fay it, without the leaft regard to the expence ; the ornaments 
of the Chinefe and Englith fafhion ; the rooms all in the 
Englith ftyle; the grounds in the Chinefe; and fuch an abun- 
dance of provifions of all kinds colle&ted for the occafion, 
that it was impoffible to confume them while they remained in 
Canton. His Lordfhip was attended by all the principal peo- 
ple in the country; the fhores were lined on all fides with 
troops, and the river with their men-of-war boats, who all 
went through their evolutions on his appearing in fight. A 








Chinefe camp was pitched in the way to his houfe, and the 
whole of the paflage was covered with &lks and cloths of dif- 
ferent kis de ia he Chinefe ft tyle; and lett he fhould find a dif- 
ficuilty in Siting, 4 they erected a bridge out into the river tor 
a hundred yards, and decorated it in a 4 grand {tyle, to prevent 
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that inconvenience.—On the firft day of his arrival a grand 
dinner was provided by the Emperor; on the fecond, the 
Viceroy of Canton and all the great officers of ftate gave him 
one, and alfo dined with him ; but to give you an idea of what 
they expected to fee on his Lordfhip’s arrival, the Viceroy and 
the great men of ftate were praCtifing for a week before to 
make ufe of a knife, fork, and {poon, according to his own 
cuftom. On the third day the Security Merchants of Canton 
gave him another great dianer, at which, however, none of 
them were prefent; I believe his Lordfhip, had hinted he 
would not allow it. 

On Chriftmas day he dined at the Company’s factory, where 
moft of the India Company’s officers were invited ; he was in 
good health, but did not exprefs himfelf by any means pleafed 
with the refult of his embafiy ; in fact, he has not done any 
thing material to the interefts of Great Britain, or the Com- 
pany at Pekin; the only object he accomplifhed was, to in 
duce an order from the Emperor, that all officers under Go- 
vernment fhould wear woollen cloth three months in the year. 
I muft fay, fo far from this embafly having been of fervice the 
time I was there, it was much the contrary, as I never faw 
fuch a ftagnation of trade in China during the many years that 
Ihave been engaged in the fervice; not an European article 
would fell for its original coft, and money was fo {carce that 
it almoft put a flop to all commerce. 

Lord Macartney was expected to remain only a few days in 
Canton, and then goto Macao, The Lion was lying higher 
up than any fhip of war was ever fuffered to go before, at 
Whampoe. I underftand the Chinefe were fo jealous of his 
Lordfhip at Canton, that they limited the time of his remaining 
there, and intimated that he muft then leave it; they fixed his 
refidence on the contrary fide of the water from the city of 
Canton; apprchenfive, I underftand, left he fhould with to be 
in the city, which they did not approve, though I believe, had 
he wifhed it, they muft have admitted him, as it was the Em- 
peror’s orders. 

I underftand all the prefents were accepted but one, and an 
immenfe quantity returned to goto Europe from the Emperor. 
So much attention did they pay to the Englifh, that not even a 
feaman belonging to the fhips returned without receiving fome 
prefent. I was informed by one of the fecurity merchants, 
when I obferved the great expence of the embafly to the King 
of England, that the expence of it tothe Emperor of China 
would amount to one million of dollars. 


Z 2 ORIGIN 
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ORIGIN of NEWSPAPERS in ENGLAND. 


I; may gratify our national pride to be told, that mankind are 

indebted to the wifdom of Elizabeth, and the prudence of 
Burleigh, for the firft newfpaper. In the Britifh Mufeum 
there are feveral new{fpapers, which had been printed while the 
Spanith ficet was in the Englifh Channel during the year 1588. 
It was a wile policy, to prevent, during a moment of general 
anxiety, the danger of falfe reports, by publifhing eal infor- 
mation. And the earlier newfpaper is entitled The Englith 
Mercurie, which, by authority, was imprinted at London, by 
Chriftopher Barker, her Highnefs’s printer, 1588. 

The firft newfpaper which is preferved in this colle€tion is 
No. 50, and is in Roman, not in black letter. It contains the 
ufual articles of news, like the London Gazette of the prefent 
day. In that curious paper there are news, dated from White- 
hall, on the 23d of July, 1588. Under the date of July the 
26th, there is the following notice: * Yefterday the Scots 
Ambaffador, being introduced by Sir Francis Wealfingham, 
had a private audience of her Majefty, to whom he delivered 
a letter from the King his mafter, containing the moft cordial 
affurances of his refolution to adhere to her Majefty’s interefts, 
and to thofe of the Proteftant religion. And it may not here 
be improper to take notice of a wife and fpirited faying of this 
young Prince (he was twenty-two) to the Queen’s Minifter 
at his Court, viz. That all the favour he did expe& from the 
Spaniards, was the courtefy of Polypheme to Ulyiles, to be the 
laft devoured,” We may defy the Gazette of the prefent 
day to give a more decorous account of the introduction of a 
Foreign Minitfter. 

Burleigh’s newfpapers were all Extraordinary Gazettes, 
which were publifhed from time to time, as that profound 
ftatefman wifhed either to inform or to terrify the people. 
The Mercuries were probably firft printed in April, 1588, 
when the Armada approached the fhores of England. After 
the Spanifh fhips had been difperfed by a wonderful exertion of 
prudence and {pirit, thefe Extraordinary Gazettes very feldom 
appeared. The Mercurie, No. 54, which is dated on Mon- 
day, Nov. 24, 1588, informed the public, that the folema 
thank{giving for the fuccefies which had been obtained againft 
the Spanifh Armada, was this day ftrilly obferved, This 
number contains alfo an article of news from Madrid, which 
fpeaks of putting the Queen to death, and of the inftruments of 
torture that were on board the Spanifh lect. We may fup- 
pofe 
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pofe that fuch paragraphs were defigned by the policy of Bur- 
leigh, who underftood all the artifices of printing, to excite 
the terrors of the Englifh people, to point their refentment 
againft Spain, and to inflame their love for Elizabeth. 

It is a remarkable fact, which hiftory was either too idle to 
afcertain, or too much afhamed to relate, that the arms of 
Cromwell communicated to Scotland, with other benefits, the 
firft newfpaper which had ever illuminated the gloom, or dif- 
pelled the fanaticifm of the north, Each army carried its own 
printer with it, expeting either toconvince by its reafonings, 
or to delude by its falfehoods, King Charles carried Robert 
Barker with him to Newcaftle in 1639; and General Crom- 
well conveyed Chriftopher Higgins to Leith in 1652, When 
Cromwell had here eftablifhed a citadel, Higgins reprinted, in 
November 1652. what had been already publifhed at London, 
« A Diurnal of fone Paflages and Affairs, for the Information 
of the Englith Soldiers.” On the 31{t of December 1660, 
appeared at Edinburgh, ** Mercurius Caledonius, comprifing 
the affairs in agitation, with a furvey of Foreign Intelligence.” 
Thus Scotland was to enjoy the luxury of a newfpaper, which 
was of Scottifh manufacture; yet it only continued for ten 
numbers, which were very loyal, very illiterate, ane very af 
fe&ted. By this failure, there was not a newfpaper printed in 
Scotland at the zra of the revolution. The few had doubtlefs 
inftruéted themfelves, during feveral years, from the London 
Gazette; and the many had been too bufy ; during the late 
times, with the affairs of the other world, to be very anxious 
about the events of this; even years elapfed after the revolu- 
tion, before it was deemed fafe by the public, or advantageous 
by an individual, to print a newfpaper. 

The firft private, not royal new{paper, in London, began in 
Auguft, 1622, and was a weekly one; this was foon followed 
by others, under the title of Weekly Currantoes ; in the civil 
wars, the Diurnal and various Mercuries came forth, which 
were increafed in number during the reigns of Charles and 
James II, In 1696, the coffee-houfes of London, exclufive 
of the votes of Parliament every day, had nine newfpapers 
every week ; but in the reign of Queen Anne, London firft 
enjoyed the luxury of a newpaper every day 5 in 1709 there 
was one daily paper, and feventeen other papers; in 1724 
three daily papers were publifhed, and eighteen other papers 5 
in 1753 the number of newfpapers fold in all England, ac- 
Cording to anaverage of three years preceding, was 754117575 
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at the clofe of the late reign in 1760, it was = in 
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1790, it was 14,035,639 3 in 1791, was 14,794,153 ; and 
in 1792, was 15,005,760. ‘This torms fuch a phenomenon 
of curiofity, political and literary, of riches univerfully diffufed 
and of enquiry univerfally awake, as has not been paralleled in 
any other partof the world. 





INTERESTING TRIALS, 
GUILDHALL, LONDON. 
Tuespay, JULY 29. 

Sittings before Lord Chief Fuftice Kenyon and a Special Fury. 
The Kino verfus Dantet Isaac Eaton. 


HIS was an indi&lment againft the defendant for publifh- 

ing, and caufing and procuring to be publifhed, a certain 

falfe, fcandalous and wicked libel, of and concerning the 

Right Hon. Lady E. Luttrell, in a pamphlet, entitled “ The 

Female Jockey Club, or a Sketch of the Manners of the 

Age;” in which it was fuggefted that her Ladythip had lived 

a wicked and {candalous life, and had indulged herfelf in a cti- 
minal intercourfe with different men, &c. 

To this charge the defendant pleaded not guilty. 

After an excellent fpeech from Mr. Erfkine, on behalf of 
the profecution, and the evidence adduced to prove the libel, 
being gone through, Mr. Gurney was heard on behalf of the 
defendant. 

Lord Kenyon. God forbid, gentlemen of the jury, that any 
work publifhed with an innocent intention, fhould be tortured, 
by any forced conftruction, into a libel. It is your province, 
however, after hearing the evidence, and looking at the book, 
to fay, whether that is in this inftance the cafe. I know 
nothing of the Lady concerned, nor did I ever fee the publi- 
cation before, and certainly never fhould have read it. I 
found it however my duty, on this occafion, to look over the 
objectionable parts ; and I am obliged to fay, that I could not 
reach to the end of any one of them without feeling that it 
was ai infamous, indecent, I had almoft faid, infernal libel on 
the Lady. 

it is much to be lamented, Gentlemen, that this offence has 
got to fuch an extent as it has at prefent reached to. No 
rank, age, fituation, or fex, is fecure. A good character, 
which 









































and 
non 
ufed 
‘din 


the 
ved 
Cris 


r of 
bel, 
the 














THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 155 


whichis the boaft and confolation of a virtuous mind, affords 
no protection or relief to thisinjury. The audacious flanderer 
can only be deterred by the penalties of law. The defence 
admits that the defendant did not know any thing concerning 
the lady ; and if flander fo grofs and obvious can be made 
bafer, it would be from its being committed for the paltry ob- 
je&t of gain, which is likewife admitted by the learned Counfel 
for the defendant. 

The character of this lady, as well as all our characters, the 
law, gentlemen, has committed to your charge ; and you will 
expre{s your opinion of this publication by your verdict. 

The foreman of the Jury immediately pronounced the de- 
fendant Guilty ; but, as the Jury did not all concur, they re= 
tired, and confidered of their verdi€& about an hour and an 
half ; and then found in thefe words—* Guilty of printing 
and publifhing that book, which is a libel. 

Lord Kenyon—“ Take the verdict Guilty.” 


“ Gentlemen of the Fury, 


“ Upon the evidence given, it would really have been are= 
proach to the adminiftration of juftice, if that verdict had not 
been given ; no honeft man living can poffibly doubt of it.” 





DECISION on the HAWKERS and PEDLARS ACT. 
The Kinc verfus WILLIAM Harpy. 


THE defendant was one of the principal linen drapers re- 
fident at Louth, in the county of Lincoln ; rented a fhop by 
the year at Alford, a market town about twelve miles from 
Louth, attended fuch fhop every market and fair day at Alford, 
to fell his goods by retail, and kept it fhut on other days— 
George Cuthbert, one of the drapers at Alford, gave in- 
formation to a magiftrate, that the defendant on a certain day 
(when it was alledged no public mart, market, or fair was 
held there) expofed goods to fale by retail in the faid fhop; 
for which expofure he was thereupon, and upon the teftimony 
of a witnefs, convicted in the penalty of 10]. under the Act of 


i 
29 Geo. III. chap. 26, which 






declares, “ that (except in pub- 
lic mart, markets, and fairs) no hawker, pedlar, petty chap- 
man, cr any other trading perfon opening a room or fhop, and 
expofing to fale any goods by retail in any town, parifh, cr 
place, fuch perfon not being a houfcholder there, or the fame 
9 not 
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not being an ufual place of his abode, or of his carrying on 
bufinefs, thall expofe to fale any goods whatfoever in any mar- 
ket town in England, without being fubje& to the penalty of 
1ol.”——The defendant appealed againft the conviction to the 
General Quarter Seffions, held at Spilfby on the 23d ult. when 
the Court unanimoefly quafhed the conviction, upon the prin- 
ciple, *¢ that no man is reftrained by law from carrying on bu- 
finefs in more places than one, nor from opening or fhutting 
his fhop, held by the year, at pleafure ;”? and therefore that the 
appellant’s fhop at Alford, held and frequented by him in the 
manner before mentioned, muft be confidered as “ an ufual 
place of carrying on bufinefs,” where he had an indubitable 
right to fell his goods by retail a¢ any time. 





A Caufe of importance to growers of bark was tried at the 
Jaft Lincoln affizes, between Mr. Boulton, and Mr. Bryan 
Stevenfon, a tanner, of Bourn. The aétion was brought by 
Mr. Boulton againft Mr. Stevenfon, to recover the value of 
fome bark which the plaintiff, by his agent, had fold to the 
defendant in the year 1793, under the following agreement :— 
The plaintiff's agent agreed with the defendant for the fale of 
the bark in queftion, at Moulton, for the beft time’s price of 
the year, and the defendant was to be at the expence of pecl- 
ing and carriage, who cauféd the bark to be peeled, loaded and 
carried away, by his own fervants. The plaintiff feveral 
months afterwards applied to the defendant for payment, when 
the defendant offered the plaintiff payment after the rate of 
three guineas and an half per narrow wheeled waggon load, 
drawn by four ho:fes; the plaintiff imagining the bark to be 
of much greater value, received the price offered, declaring 
him(clf diffatistied, and told the defendant he would give him 
no receipt for the money paid, and fhould make enquiry as to 
the market price, which if it turned out greater tuan the price 
paid, the plaintiff would expect to be paida further fum. The 
plaintiff made a further enquiry, and finding himfeif by no 
means paid accordi ig to his agreement, and the defendant ree 
fufing to pay more, broughc his action to recover the difference 
between the price paic, and the beft (ime’s price; when aftera 
hearing of near three hours, the plaintiff having completely 
made out his cafe, obtaincd a verdict for rather more than 
doubie the price paid. 

For 
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A CURIOUS SPECIMEN of ORTHOGRAPHY, 
[Found between Bowood and Colyton. ] 


my deer ne 

i cant no longer heed the pafhon ibayv far yow witch i muft 
fhowe you i thees dree or vour leans it is now almouft a month 
finfe i feed yow lafte wen:yow mad mee your zlave an i mut 
fey you hav got posefhan off my hart my dear i wil com an see 
yow too marar neat an talk too yow a litle about matramoney, 
an if i can breng yow too zouns i fhall be the hapys man alive 
therefor i hop yow will be faverable too yore pore 


ziave 
REE HERR 





An ANECODOT E, 


y Ages going over Charlestown Bar, with a Negro pilot on 
board, the Captain afked him, ‘* What water the fhip 
was in??? ‘To which he anfwered— Salt water, mafla.”— 
«“ | know that,” replied the Captain; “ but how much water 
is there? —** Eh, mafla,” fays the Negro, “ you tink me 
bring tin pot for meafure um ?” 





Anfwer, by F. Evans, of Briftol, tothe Charade by Sheptonienfis, 
inferted May 26. 


OUR firft, Sir, is BLUNDER, your fecond is BUSS, 
So there js the anfwer, without any fuls. 
Now if your dear eyes think I’ve found this out handfome, 
‘To all the contents by St. Patrick you’re welcome, 


*t* We have received the like anfwer from A. B. of Ivy~ 
bridge; T. Coumbe, of Salcombe; a Loyal Volunteer, W. 
Gore, A. Apfey, and W. Brewer, of Tauntor; P. Hoare, of 
Stoke Climfland; J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; J. Stevens, of 
Plymouth; J. Ellis, of Mr. Weatherdon’s academy, Newton 
Abbot; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Cary; J. Clarke, of Honiton; 
W. Hawkins, of Crediton; P. of Dorfethire; and John 
Comins, of Taviftock. 


Vor. XXIV. 602, 2A Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by F. Bulgin, of Caftle Cary, to V.8.’s Rebus, inferted 
May 26. 


(ODBROOK is the town you mean, 
As by your lines is plainly feen. 


+§+ We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfet- 
fhire; W. Hawkins, of Dodbrook; W. Brewer, A. Apfey, 
and J. R. Toulmin, of Taunton; A. B. of Ivybridge; and 
R. Toulmin, of Barnftaple. 





Anfwer, by W. Brewer, of Taunton, to, E. fones’s Charade, in- 
Jerted May 26. 


F you are willing I’ll bet you a crown, 


The place you mean is MAIDEN DOWN. 


Wt] We have received the like anfwer from T. Welch, 
near Wivelifcombe ; A. Apfey, of Taunton; and J. Bodkin, 
of Heathftock. f 





4 CHARADE, by Un Feuneffe, of B. 


id you to the name of a part of a {wine, 

The name of a water you'll quickly combine ; 
From thence you'll difcover the name of a town, 
Which for its great trafic is much in renown, 





4A CHARADE, by 7. T. Hill, near Helfton. 


oe fource of good and wickednefs 

You in-my firft will find; 

To know this is quite fathomlefs, 
Deccitful, and unkind. 


My next is a confuming thing, 
And cften in your fight ; 

Much good or mis’ry doth bring, 
Take care and ufe me right. 


Unite thefe parts, and you'll explain, 
That of which women oft complain. 


POETRY. 
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Oo .D EE 
On the Confolations of Affi Zien. 


{From The Advantages of Eda- 
cation, a Novel, 2 Vol.} 


HEN forrow barbs her 
murd ’rous dart, 
And nature’s undefended heart, 
Receives the fatal blow, 
No more the fyren pleafure 
charms; 
With languid head and folded 
. arms, 
The penfive mourner ftands to 
brood on curelefs woes. 


Fancy, who oft in happier hours, 
From her clear mirror’s magic 
powers 
Refle&ted pleafing forms ; 
Invited now to give relief, 
But multiplies the fhapes of 
grief, 
Obfcures the gathering night, 
and mageikes its ftorms. 


She darts into the fever’d brain, 
Keen burning arrows of difdain, 
Sneers of illiberal mirth. 
She fills with horrors not itsowa 
Sad want’s reverberating groan, 
And deepens love’s regret, by 
height’ning beauty’s worth. 


Say, fons of forrow! have ye 


e’er, 
When fummer breezes fann’d 
the: air, 
A {portive infec feen ; 
Bafk in the fun, or fip the dew, 


*.Or fpread its wings of golden 


wuec; 
Yet foon the trifler flies, when 
winter’s blait grows keen ? 


° 


= =» = 


So with profperity’s warm gales, 
The foft enchantrefs fancy fails, 
In elfin {plendour fair ; 

Gay in her own Arcadian reign, 

She builds a vifionary fane, 
And bids deluded man adore the 
phantoms there. 


More certain aid, more lafting 
fires 
Adverfity’s dim night requires, 
Its horrors to relieve ; 


When love laments its oaths 
forfworn, 

When friendfhip’s rofy bands 
are torn, 


When meeknefS muft accufe and 
firm-ey’d patience grieve. 


If then, e’en then, defpair fhall 
fly, 
If confcience, with approving 
eye, 
Views memory’s guiltlefs 
{croll ; 
If fummon’d to truth’s awful 
bar, 
No proud revengeful paffions 
ary 
But only venial faults accufe the 
unpleaded foul. 


Tho’ innocence unhappy fails 
To fhield the breait, which 
wrong affails, 
Or generous feelings prefs ; 
Yet the kind guardian can be- 
ftow 
A firmnefs equal tothe blow, 
And teach th’ exalted mind to 
foar above diftrefs. 
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As Daphne’s plant unchang’d 
can meet 


The winter froft, the fummer 
heat, 
The light’nings  blafting 
glare; 


So innocence, a feraph mild, 
Tho’ figur’d by an_ helplefs 
child, 
Braves with its naked breaft the 
arrows of defpair. 


Nor fhall the wretch, whofe 
heart forlorn 
Feels aching guilt’s corroding 
OFNs 
Each future hope forego; 
Though memory fhrinking and 
aghatt, 
Turns from the record of the 


pau, 4 
And owns that former guilt pro- 
duc’d each prefent woe. 


Tho’ all around the horizon 
lours, 

Tho’ fummer friends no more 
with flowers 

Bedeck his falling fhrine; 

Tho’ conicience, faint and liit- 
lefslong, 

Now rites like a giant flrong, 

And thunders in his ear the 
threats of wrath divine. 


Still weeping by the finner’s 


fide, 
Repentance ftands, his fteps to 
ulde, 

To mild religion’s bower ; 
Mercy, in{pirer of the ftrains, 
Which echo thro’ th’ ethereal 

plains, 
Gave to misjndging man that 
kind initructive power. 


She lulls regret, fhe humbles 
pride, 
She bids the doubts of fear fub- 
fide, 

And paflion ceafe to jar ; 
The fiends of defperation fly 
The clear eflulgence of her eye, 
As night's dire thades avoid the 

radiant folar ftar. 


ENTERTAINER, 
On BEAUTY. 


Written extempore, and addrefia 
to a Lady. 


EAUTY’ sarofe that blooms 
to day, 
Like flow’rets in the month of 
May : 
But winter comes with hafly 
ftride, 
Froft nips the rofe, and fpoils its 
pride : 
Jult fo, fair maid, ’twill fare 
with you, 
Your rofy cheeks will lofe their 
hue. 
When old ‘age comes—no one 
will boat 
You are the town, or village 
toalt ; 
No more your flock 
around, 
Or yoa dance to the minitrel’s 
found ; 
Your fprightly limbs inaétive 
grow, 
And age’s burden makes them 
bow; _ 
Or e’en before.old.age arrive 
Sicknefs arreits the tugitive ; 
Then droops the fhorteliv’d, 
with’ring flower, 
Her lovely colours charm no 
more. 
Is beauty then but painted clay, 
The fickle offspring of a day ? 
Learn hence, ye fair,—each vir- 
tue prize, 
Superior far to brilliant eyes; 
Or coral lips, or polith’d brow, 
Or iv’ry teeth, or breatts of 


{now. 
HOMO. 


~—_ 


lovers 





NIGH T. 


OW awful is the night, be- 
neath whofe shade, 
filence e’er 


FE 


Calm mournful 
ferenely reigns! 
And muting meditation, hea- 
venly maid, 
Unbends the mind and {goths 
the heart-felt paias ! 









































